Dear Senator (or Delegate) ________________:
 
I am concerned about SB 318/HB 495, Criminal Law – Crimes Relating to Animals – Limitations on Possession of Breeding Dogs.  I understand - and share - the desire to protect dogs from abuse but this bill carries that desire well beyond what is reasonable.  It has far-reaching, and I hope unintended, consequences and would virtually put an end to hound sports which have been honorably practiced in Maryland for hundreds of years.  Many foxchasing, beagling and basseting clubs have more than 50 “breeding” dogs.  This number is necessary to enable us to only hunt a certain number at a time thus not putting undue stress on any hounds. 
 Maryland already has stringent animal abuse laws on the books.  In addition, current Maryland kennel inspection laws exempt premises “where hunting dogs are kept, if the buying, selling, trading, or breeding is incidental to the main purpose of housing, keeping, and using dogs” (10-616).  There are reasons for this.   Our members take great pride in their hounds and go to great lengths to care for them.  Also, county animal control units routinely inspect our kennels.
 Therefore, I respectfully request that you consider exempting dogs used for hunting sports from the bill.   Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
 Sincerely,

(Name, address, email, phone #)
